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DETAILS OF THE WEATHER OF THE MONTH IN THE UNITED STATES. 
CYCLONES AND ANTICYCLONES. 

By E. H. BOWIE, Supervising Forecaster. 

In  res ect to the movements of syst.ems of low pressure 
across t i e  P North hiericmi Continent, tlie fiist. of thescl 
made its appearance in the vicinitF of soil thast~crn 
Alaska July 3 1 and wa.s 8 dt-tys in reac.hing t.he -4t.laiitic 
coast,; the 2d ap eared in the sniiic region 011 t.hc 4t.h 

3 d  was from the 10th to the lGtli in crossinv; t,he 4tmh 
was from the 16th to 231 in crossing; aiitl the 5t.E wns from 
t,he 26t,h to August. 1 in crossing. These syst,rrns of 
low- pressure referred t.o nre generid clepressiotis of tlw 
barometer of  considerable gtw rttphic atrtw wit.hin which 
cyclonic. storms usually haw t 7 icir origin. One of t,Iirse 
low pressure systems may cross tlie Clont.inent without R ~ J -  
well-defined cyclonic tlerelopmen t , or one niay cross t hv 
Continent and have one or more distinct cyclones from 
within it. Moreover, the system of low pressure may 1)~ .  

and reached the A i tlantic States on the. 1 Ith to 13th: the 

longer pcriorl of t.imc1 h i 1  

LOWS. 

t,raced over n 
r:>~.lo ne. 

August 1wa ......... 
-4veragi n u m b e r, 
1s92-1912. ......... 

7.0 1 .0  0.0 1.0; o . n )  n.o 0.0 

4.?1 0.61 0.31  0.91 1.01 0.21 0.1) 

Antieye2ones.-Tlic number of. HIGHS was slightly 
above the average. The tithle shows the 1lrimhc.r of 

I 

JIIGHS by t,ypes. 
HIGHS. 

: I  i 

duplst 1820.. ...................... 3. p 1 0.0 
.*vera& number, 1 8 ~ 3 c 1 ~ .  ........ 1.9 i 0.2 

THE WEATHER ELEMENTS. 

By P. C. DAY, Climatologist and Chief of Divieion. 

[Weather Bureau, Washington, Oct. 1, lCml.1 

PRESSURE AND WINDY. 

Barometric pressure during August, 1920, exhibited 
no marked fluctuations, and t.he movements of the high 
and low mas, usually but poorly defined during this 
month, were frequently uncertain. In fact, no well- 

defined storm areas showed continuous movements over 
estended tracks, and hi h-pressure m a s  remained stag- 
nant for Ion periods wit a out material change. 

Despite a 7 most co~it~inuo~is precipitation over much 
of the country east of the Mississippi Valley during lon 

above the normal, and it was above in practically all 
other portions of tlie country as well as over most dis- 
tricts of Canada. The higkest wessures were, as usual, 

departures from normal were generally no greater than 
over the interior districts. As compared with the nor- 
mal, pi.essm was highest over tlie Canadian Maritime 
Provinces and lowest along tlie immediate Pacific. coast 
and over the Canadian North-es t. 

Thunders torins were of frequent occurrence and some 
local high winds uttended their develo inent and move- 
ment, but otliwwiue the winds were lig 7l t, and velocities 
of 50 miles or more per hour were reported main1 from 
coast districts. As usual for a summer mont i , the 
winds were from soutlierly point,s over the Plains region 
and thence eastward, except in ortions of the Lake 

locally from northerly points. In  the Plateau and 
1,'ncific Coast States, winds were mostly from westerly 
point.s, alt,liough frequently modified by local topography 

periods, the average pressure for the month was we ti 

observed along t,he Atlantic an( II Pacific coasts, but the 

region and upper Mississippi Val P ey, where they were 

TEMPERATURE. 

Over the territory from the Rocky Mountains eastward 
the month was notably free from sharp changes in tern- 
pwnture, and periods of decirled warmth, usually ex- 

+enred in August, were the esception. In fact, 
!;om the stand oint of tem erature the month w.&s 

trick. To wcst\vartrd of the Rocky Mountains tempera- 
t.ure changes were more pronounced, articularlv so in 
the Great Valley of California, where t fe  first hal# of the 
month was markedly warm, the iiiasimum temperatures 
at certain points rising to 100' or more dailv. At Sac- 
ramento escessivch heat continued from July 29 to 
August IS, tt period not, equaled in the previous history 
of the stdion. The latter part of the month, however, 
had more nioderate temperatures, and in some localities, 
notably at  Fresno, Calif., and in portions of Arizona, 
the tcni eratwes were unusually low for August. 

For t i e  month as n whole the average tem erature 
WLS below iionnal over all interior Sortions of t e coun- 
try and over the greater part of the houth as well. Along 
pnrt,inns of t,he middle At,lmt.ic cuawt, the temperatures 
w t w  dniost, c.ontinuously helox tho .normal throughout 
the month. At .itla.ntic City, N. J., onlv the last tlme 
days of the mc.)nt.h were w~a.mier than the normal. This 
c?oiidit,ion wts p r o h 3 ) l ~ ~  due largely to the low tempera- 
t.urc of the adjacwit ocean wa.ters, referred t.0 in the July 
1 i ~ ~ 1 ~ w . 1  The tcmperatiire of the oc.ean water at  this 

almost wholly p P ensant over a P 1 aastern and central &s- 
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